Effect of PSK on the serum level of immunosuppressive substance in splenectomized rats.
Tumor-bearing rats with and without splenectomy were used for an immunological study on the effects of PSK, an immunomodulator, with respect to the survival rate and serum level of immunosuppressive (IS) substance. There was no significant difference in survival rates between the tumor-resected and tumor-resected-plus-splenectomy groups. The IS substance level in the former group was higher than that in the latter group. Normalization of IS substance level and prolongation of survival were observed in the group administered PSK. PSK can be effective in combination with surgical treatment.